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The following day, towards evening, things began to
happen. Albuquerque said it would be better to start
operations late. That afternoon they could destroy the
barricades that closed the principal streets of Malacca; the
men would rest when darkness fell and then at dawn enter
the town.

All were eager and ready. They had spent their second
night upon the bridge, the chronicler informs us, " each
man setting in order his weapons and his soul as best he
might". The eight priests who were in the camp must have
been busy. All the same, as a safeguard (we may suppose)
for those whose weapons had proved more absorbing than
their soiils, Frei Domingos de Sousa made the whole army
repeat a General Confession before they left the bridge to
fight next day. The Governor's chaplain made a wooden
cross out of the handle of a pike and, cutting out a paper
image, improvised a crucifix to bear beside the flag into the
battle. So fortified, invoking Santiago, they charged the
enemy upon the barricades. " Our men attacked with such
a will, the captains and knights performing deeds the like
of which the Moors had never seen, that the latter abandoned
their positions and our men followed in pursuit/' While
they chased, the Governor with his halberdiers demolished
the earthworks and the barricades, thus leaving the roads
open.

Meanwhile D. Joao de Lima, with Fernao Gomes de
Lemos and others, had attacked the Mosque beyond the
bridge with equal fury and success. The Moslems who had
been sheltering therein were being pursued through the
streets, when the King of Malacca rode up with the famous
elephants.

In spite of what Albuquerque had told the Chinamen, the
Portuguese were not really used to fighting elephants. Thus
when Fernao Gomes and his comrades came suddenly upon
the monumental beasts, armed to the tusks and bearing
down on them, it gave them all a shock. The correct technique
for meeting a charge of elephants had not been included